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Adult Community Education Memo No: 10/2011



2011

To:
ACFE Regional Council Chairs


Adult Education Institutions

ACE Organisations


ACE Stakeholders


ACFE Staff
Subject:
Funding opportunities for environmental sustainability

This is to inform you of two opportunities to access funding for projects that aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, educate students and raise community awareness about the benefits of renewable energy.
The Victorian Solar in Schools Initiative (VSiS)
Please note that this project is not limited to schools and that incorporated not-for profit organisations are eligible to apply the VSIS initiative rebate up to $5,000. This Initiative supports groups to install grid connected solar photovoltaic (PV) power systems, install interactive energy monitoring systems or provide educational materials on renewable energy and energy demand. 
There will be a competitive application process and eligible organisations are encouraged to submit applications as soon as possible. For more information regarding the VSiS please contact:
http://www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au/for_educators/rebates_and_grants_2425.html
Climate Communities grant program
This program is managed by Sustainability Victoria. It supports communities by providing grants up to $50,000 for community organisations. The Climate Communities grants program is supported by the Victorian Government Sustainability Fund. There are many different projects that could be funded under the Climate Communities grants program. For example:

· retrofitting a community hall to reduce energy use and using it as a demonstration to promote energy efficiency 
· establishing a shared transport scheme such as a bicycle repair and hire cooperative 
· offering community gardening workshops to promote drought-tolerant and edible gardening 
· providing training for a community leader or volunteer to support the group to operate more sustainably and share knowledge with other members 
· setting up a pilot project to reduce waste at a local sports club and encouraging other clubs to adopt the practice. 
Funding is open to community groups committed to tackling climate change. For more information regarding the Climate Communities grant program please contact:
grants@climatecommunities.vic.gov.au 
SIAN LEWIS

General Manager
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