[image: image1.jpg]Adult, Community and
Further Education




[image: image2.jpg]Adult, Community and
Further Education





Adult Community Education Memo No: 2010/59 December 24, 2010


To:
ACFE Regional Council Chairs


Adult Education Institutions

ACE Organisations


ACE Stakeholders


ACFE Staff
Subject:
2011 arrangements for asylum seekers and victims of human trafficking to access the Victorian Training Guarantee (VTG)
Please forward this ACE memorandum to ACE RTOs within your region.

Provisions have been made for Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking in Victoria to access Government subsidised vocational education and training places in 2011. This memorandum outlines the arrangements whereby Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking (also referred to as Trafficked Persons) are exempt from the citizenship/residency eligibility requirement of the Victorian Training Guarantee (VTG). This arrangement applies to new enrolments in 2011 only.
It further outlines the arrangements whereby approved agencies will pay the minimum tuition fee of Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking enrolled in your organisation. 

NEW ARRANGEMENTS

Definitions

For the purpose of being considered exempt from the citizenship/residency eligibility requirement of the VTG the following definitions apply:
· Asylum Seekers must be confirmed as ‘Asylum Seekers’ by the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC)

· Victims of Human Trafficking must be confirmed as ‘Victims of Human Trafficking’ by the  Australian Red Cross (ARC).

Referral process

Asylum Seekers will be referred to RTOs, contracted by Skills Victoria to deliver training under the VTG, by the ASRC via a referral form: Referral to Government Subsidised Training Form - Asylum Seekers.

Victims of Human Trafficking will be referred to RTOs, contracted by Skills Victoria to deliver training, by the ARC via a referral form: Referral to Government Subsidised Training Form – Trafficked Persons.
On enrolment, a copy of the referral form is returned by the RTO to the relevant referral agency.  The ASRC and ARC will assist eligble Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking participating in training, so there may be further contact between these organisations and RTOs.

Eligibility for the VTG
Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking who are deemed as exempt from the  citizenship/residency eligibility requirement of the VTG must meet all other eligibility requirements of the VTG.
All Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking who commenced a qualification in 2011 under the VTG will be eligible to complete that qualification as a Government subsidised student.


Data collection and reporting
Two new Funding Source Identifiers have been provided to support the recording and reporting of students enrolling as Asylum Seekers/Victims of Human Trafficking (the same identifier): 
· ASP (general enrolments) 

· ASL (apprentice/trainee enrolments). 

Refer to the 2011 Victorian VET Student Statistical Collection Guidelines for further details on statistical reporting requirements.  These new codes are now available for use, and the appropriate code must be selected and used for each Asylum Seeker/Victim of Human Trafficking enrolment.

Record keeping
RTOs must retain copies of all documentation demonstrating that the student is exempt from the citizenship/residency eligibility requirement of the VTG for audit purposes. The completed Referral to Government Subsidised Training Form - Asylum Seekers/Trafficked Persons and student invoices are the key items of evidence.
Payment of minimum tuition fees 

The ASRC and ARC have been provided with a grant to cover the minimum tuition fee charged to eligible Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking who access the VTG in 2011. These organisation will make payments of tuition fees on receipt of invoice from RTOs contracted by Skills Victoria to deliver training under the VTG.
RTOs should invoice the ASRC and ARC for enrolments of Asylum Seekers and Victims of Human Trafficking respectively as per the following contacts:

Gavin Ackerly 
Colin Briton
Manager
Manager

Employment Program
Migration Support Programs

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
Australian Red Cross

Ph:  03 9326 6066
Ph: 03 8327 7883
Enquiries on tuition and other fees may be directed to Katrina Woodland, Equity Program Manager, Skills Victoria, on (03) 9651 4508 or at katrina.woodland@diird.vic.gov.au
Signed

Sian Lewis
ACFE General Manager
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