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General Memo No: 21/2011





                June 10, 2011
To:
ACFE Regional Council Chairs


Adult Education Institutions

Learn Local organisations

Learn Local stakeholders


ACFE Staff
Subject:  Nominations close for the 2011 Victorian Learn Local Awards on Friday 24 June.
There are only two weeks left to submit nominations for the 2011 Victorian Learn Local Awards (formerly ‘Victorian ACE Awards’) – proudly brought to you by the Adult, Community and Further Education Board.

The Awards are a great way to gain recognition for the hard work and achievements made by individuals, programs and organisations within the Learn Local education and training sector.

The Award categories are the same as last year but the prize money has been increased for a number of them as outlined below:

· Outstanding organisation – $10,000

· Outstanding learner - $5,000 (increased by $1,000)
· Outstanding practitioner - $5,000 (increased by $1,000)

· Outstanding pre-accredited program – $10,000 (increased by $5,000)
· Outstanding Koorie achievement - $5,000 (increased by $1,000)

· Innovation in learning - $10,000

Another improvement this year is our new online nomination system.  It is a simple, easy way to gain an understanding of the awards process, the specifics of the six award categories, review examples of finalists from the 2010 Awards, and how to nominate your learner, program or organisation of choice for the 2011 Awards – all online via www.acfe.vic.gov.au
We hope you find this new process easy to use – if after reading the instructions you feel you require further support please go to the Learn Local wiki page http://learnlocal.acfe.vic.edu.au where you can ask questions directly to the ACFE communications team or alternatively, send an email to us at learnlocal@dpcd.vic.gov.au
Below are a couple of testimonials from Learn Local organisations who have submitted nominations in the past and have found the process very easy and worthwhile:
I find that the Learn Local awards provide me with a very valuable opportunity to showcase the wonderful results that people in our organisation achieve on a daily basis, often receiving little recognition outside of immediate colleagues. The task of making the nomination does take some time and effort but I like to spread the load by asking colleagues and partners to assist with testimonials or by answering some of the nomination questions. The information I gather through this process is also valuable for writing other submissions and for preparing our annual report. Being able to declare a person, program or the whole organisation as a nominee or finalist for an award is a great marketing tool as well. All in all I find it is well worth the effort of preparing a nomination and I encourage others to do so.

Leanne Fitzgerald, Coonara Community House

Banksia Gardens nominated in the 2010 Victorian Adult Community Education Awards, now called the Learn Local Awards. It was a wonderful experience going through this very simple process. The staff and learners from our centre were thrilled when the announcement was made that we had been shortlisted as a finalist in the category Outstanding Pre-accredited Design and Delivery. Although we didn't win, our staff/ teachers and the organisation were publically acknowledged at a wonderful lunch/award ceremony where we were able to take photos with the then Minister of Skills and Workforce Participation. We were able to get local press and also be acknowledged by our peers in the ACE sector. For those providers thinking about doing it is well worth it. It is great for organisational morale.

Gina Dougal, Banksia Garden Community Centre

Please note:  Nominations for the Awards close 24 June 2011 and judging commences 28 June 2011.  
All finalists will be invited to the awards ceremony on 6 September 2011 at Zinc in Federation Square, and will be presented with certificates by the Minister for Higher Education and Skills, the Hon. Peter Hall, MLC.
In addition, all finalists will be profiled in the 2011 Victorian Learn Local Awards booklet which will be given out at the Awards ceremony and will also be used as a promotional tool for the 2012 Awards.  

An advert will also be placed in the local newspaper of each award winner in order to recognise their great achievement and they may be invited to attend / speak at relevant ACFE events, which is a great promotional method for the Learn Local organisation.
I encourage you all to submit a nomination – or two.  Even if you don’t think what you do is special or out of the ordinary, we certainly do.
SIAN LEWIS
General Manager
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