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Adult Community Education Memo No: 36/2011

21 October 2011

To:
ACFE Regional Council Chairs


Adult Education Institutions

ACE Organisations


ACE Stakeholders


ACFE Staff
Subject:    INFORMATION ON FEES FOR 2012 

	
	


This ACE Memorandum provides advice on the fees and funding arrangements for 2012.  

2012 Fees and Funding arrangements

The fees and funding rates for 2012 have recently been announced by Government. 

Guidelines have been developed to describe details of the 2012 fee levels and arrangements for their administration (refer Attachment 1 - 2012 Guidelines about Fees).  These Guidelines will be included in the Activity Schedule for 2012 ACFE Pre-accredited delivery. The Guidelines will vary and replace all references to the 2009 Ministerial Directions about Fees for continuing enrolments (see below) and enrolments from 1 January 2012.  

Rate information for 2012 is described in the 2012 Rate Tables at Attachment 2 and replaces any earlier advice on 2012 rates. The new fees and funding arrangements for 2012 are summarised as follows.  

New commencements in 2012

For new course enrolments commencing on or after 1 January 2012: 

· No minimum fee level or maximum fee caps apply

· Apprenticeship fees and rates align with Traineeship fees and rates

· Weightings for seven industry sectors have been adjusted (refer Attachment 3), and
· New arrangements for concession fees apply.
Continuing enrolments in 2012

For continuing course enrolments commenced on or after 1 July 2009 and prior to 1 January 2012: 

· No minimum fee level applies

· Maximum fee caps are retained excluding for students enrolled in an Apprenticeship that commenced on or after 1 July 2009

· Apprenticeship fees and rates align with Traineeship fees and rates

· Rates are as previously published

· There is no adjustment to weightings, and

· New arrangements for concession fees apply.
Fee Maintenance Rates 

For enrolments that commenced prior to 1 July 2009, refer to Section 10 of the 2012 Guidelines about Fees.
Concessions – Young people studying Diploma and above qualifications

The Government is also continuing tuition fee concessions for young people with a health card aged under 25 years undertaking Diploma and Advanced Diploma qualifications at TAFE institutes from 1 January 2012 until 31 December 2012.  For 2012, the tuition concession fee of $100 per enrolment per calendar year applies. The arrangements post 2012 are currently being reviewed.
VET FEE HELP

Any ACE RTOs offering VET FEE-HELP in 2012 who were required under Commonwealth legislation to publish relevant fees no later than 1 October 2011 should note that any variations to fees schedules can be made in accordance with the VET Provider Guidelines and/or the VET Administration Guidelines.  
What Does This Mean for ACE Non-RTOs and ACFE Pre-accredited Delivery?  
There is no longer a minimum Student Tuition Fee for ACFE Pre-accredited delivery.  ACE providers can charge a Student Tuition Fee of up to $1.08 per scheduled hour.  
The Rate of government subsidy for enrolments in ACE Pre-accredited Delivery will remain at $7.19 (Foundation Rate of $7.99 with a weighting of 0.9 applied).

What Does This Mean for ACE RTOs?

For ACE RTOs delivering ACFE Pre-accredited programs the changes are as described above.
ACE RTOs with Skills Victoria contracts should also refer to SAN 2011-13 ‘2012 Fees and Rates – Variations to Agreements via the SVTS.

The main changes for ACE RTOs with Skills Victoria contracts are:
· The removal of the minimum and maximum fee caps charged by training providers to
students – while maintaining price protection for students; and
· The reduction of the level of government subsidy provided for the delivery of a number of

courses which have recently experienced high growth (business and clerical studies,

finance, hospitality, property services, tourism, wholesale and retail and recreation).
A Fact Sheet on the Changes to VET Fee and Funding Arrangements for 2012 is at Attachment 4.
Should you have any questions regarding this Memorandum, please contact Sian Lewis, General Manager ACFE on 9637 2072 or email lewis.sian.e@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
Signed by
KYM PEAKE

Deputy Secretary
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